because not enough attention is given to the development of the discipline when the discipline is only one of the sub-divisions in the department. There appears a withering of the discipline under such a set-up. Besides, such an arrangement also reveals the problem of lack of coordination because it is difficult to build bridges between departments for the purpose of having a coordinated approach to American Studies. Unfortunately, this has been the arrangement in China (1979China ( -1989 However, these two books were all published in the 1990s; we lack more current analysis on Chinese perception of America. The study of many of these issues needs the involvement of Chinese scholars because they are more familiar with the environment, mood of the people, their concerns, and their worries.
In order to have a broad perspective and understanding of America, China's American Studies Centers adopt three different approaches.
First, one center offers all courses dealing with different aspects of American life. It is a great variety of courses to graduate and undergraduate students, covering American history, culture, society, politics, economic development, foreign policy, literature, the American constitution, and American religion. This is the approach adopted by our university, Beijing Foreign Studies University, and a few other universities. Many research institutions also opt for this approach. Third, American Studies is placed in different departments, such as American politics in the school of political science, American history in the history department, and American society in the department of sociology. Such an approach is not as productive as the first two because not enough attention is given to the development of the discipline when the discipline is only one of the sub-divisions in the department. There appears a withering of the discipline under such a set-up. Besides, such an arrangement also reveals the problem of lack of coordination because it is difficult to build bridges between departments for the purpose of having a coordinated approach to American Studies. Unfortunately, this has been the arrangement in many Chinese universities.
After over 30 years of development, China's American Studies have developed a number of characteristics. The first is there has emerged a marked difference between universities and research institutions in their research interests, with universities emphasizing more general and basic research while research institutions focus more on policy study or policy research. Broadly speaking, with the exception of Fudan University, Beijing University, Qinghua University, and Renmin University, most American Studies centers focus more on research in American history, society, culture, literature, politics, and some other disciplines. They do not go in for policy research. China (1979 China ( -1989 However, these two books were all published in the 1990s; we lack more current analysis on Chinese perception of America. The study of many of these issues needs the involvement of Chinese scholars because they are more familiar with the environment, mood of the people, their concerns, and their worries. and Ph.D. students, this should be considered a prerequisite.
The second is the area of research. Today in China, too much emphasis has been given to policy research, especially the research in Sino-US relations. More basic research and teaching have been ignored.
Because of the difficulty in publishing, people generally will shy away from disciplines whose research products are difficult to publish.
People should not be blamed for this, but the issue has to be solved.
Otherwise it will affect the quality of American Studies in China.
The third is that cross-disciplinary approach should be further stressed. When American history, economy, society are taught in history, sociology, and economics departments and taught in Chinese, there can hardly be any coordinated study under the umbrella of American Studies. Here we need to learn from the American approach, making it a multidisciplinary field and drawing on staff from other departments.
Fourthly, emphasis should be given to the changes in research attitudes and learning styles. We should advise our young faculty members and students to settle down on one subject, dig into it, accumulate material over a period of time, analyze the material, and then finally produce a thoughtful paper. This should be carefully cultivated and requires senior professors to set an example.
After this brief overview and assessment of China's American
Studies, we will now focus on one case study of the American Studies Center of our university, Beijing Foreign Studies University.
We hope through a closer look, we can get more nuanced knowledge about the development of the field and find more specific answers for further improvement. The primary findings demonstrate that our American Studies program has its language strength and some pedagogical accomplishments.
However, the growth has been uneven in disciplinary development and research training. The findings suggest that for further growth, the program should design more balanced curricula, stress more research training in teaching, and incorporate more interdisciplinary or cross-disciplinary approaches into American Studies.
Due to space limitations, this paper will only address four major findings of our research in detail:
1) English language is the key in sustaining American Studies. The students know that in order to enter and survive our program, they should be strong speakers of English. They also expect to improve in their English significantly through the program so that they can secure a desirable job placement upon graduation. Our survey reveals that an absolute majority of students in our American Studies M.A.
program, 94% to be exact, majored in English language when they were in college. Only 6% in our survey majored in other subjects, such as history, education, and mathematics. Competence in English is also crucial for the students to locate a job after graduation. 55%
of our survey respondents selected speaking skills in English as a major factor in locating their first job, 41% selected writing skills in
English. Only 4% selected other factors as important to job hunting, including knowledge about the U.S., gender, and social connection.
The advantage of stressing a strong command of English for
American Studies is that the students are always willing to approach all reading and research materials in English and to produce their reading and research results in English. The importance of English in the job market also enables American Studies to compete for the best graduate students and attract them into in-depth disciplinary training. The drawback, however, is that the students generally lack basic disciplinary training. The typical classes they took in English at college were "Intensive Reading," "Extensive Reading," "Listening and Oral English,"
and "Writing," instead of "Introduction to History," "Introduction to
Sociology," or "Theories and Methods." This places a heavy burden on the teachers and students at the stage of thesis writing and publication, which will be addressed more in the third finding. 4) The biggest challenge our program faces is to improve the students' research skills and grasp of theories within a short period of time. The survey showed that the major problems the students encountered in their thesis writing were a lack of research methods (32.5% ) and a lack of theory (28.8%). 
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